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Cardiff University

A Parentsõ Guide to Higher Education



Lack of finances

How will they cope

Making the right choices

Not enough studying

Too much partying!

Managing money /time

Finance

Cost of living

Safety

Resistance

Pre-University concerns from parents é

How will they get a place at 

university?



Reduced food bill

Learning in a different way

Peace and quiet at 
home!

Being more independent

Tidy room
Independence and confidence

Standing on their own two feet

Less charger leads!

Spending time with spouse
Develop sense of motivation, aspiration and ambition

Growing up Exposure to real life Reality of life dawn

Reaching full potential

Positive expectations é 
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ÁWhat choices are available?

ÁHow does my son/daughter apply to university?

ÁWhat can I do to help?

ÁWhat support will there be for them at university?



Paths to University:

International Baccalaureate  

BTEC

Access Course

Mature Student

A-Levels ðUniversity

Gap Year - University

Work - University

Enthusiastic about university 
OR 
Apprehensive and anxious ς
need additional support

Live at home
Live in University residences

Change of course

Students are different! 
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ÁMore than 200 HE institutions

ÁOver 900 degree subjects

Á37,000 course choices through UCAS

ÁLots of flexibility 



Coventry

University

Ethical 

Hacking & 

Cyber 

Security

RCSSD

University 

of London

Puppetry

Hereford 

College 

of 

Arts

Artist

Blacksmithing

Writtle

University 

College

Professional 
Floristry 

& 
Floral 

Design

University 

of 

Derby 

Football 

Journalism

University 

of Central 

Lancashire

Fire & 

Leadership

London 

South Bank 

University

Baking 

Technology 

Management

Birmingham 

City 

University

Horology

Newcastle 

University
Agronomy

University

of

Wolverhampton

Interpreting 
(British Sign 

Language)

Herriot Watt 

University

Brewing 

& Distilling

Cryptology 

& 

Intelligence 

Studies

Nanorobotics

Research



Sources:

Å Online Research

Å UCAS Fairs and Prospectuses

Å Open Days

Å Teachers/Friends/Family



άLƴ the 1960s, 70s and 80s graduates represented only a very small

percentage of the school-leaving population: 8%. 

Now it is more than 40%. 

Being a graduate no longer makes you part of a small elite. You now

need to think about what sort of graduate you may becomeΦέ
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